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Commentary from the General Secretary-Treasurer                                                                     1 January 2009 
 
 
I hope that you have enjoyed your 2008 membership. Editor in Chief, Jack Jones and the publisher, E. Nägele have with remarkable 
speed produced 4 Parts of the Proceedings Volume 30 and we plan to have the next 4 Parts out in 2009. When Vol. 30 is done, we 
will continue to publish “SIL-papers” in a regular journal. The Publication Advisory Committee has not yet made a recommodation to 
the Board –it is a difficult decision. However, we are close. Professor Grobbelaar is continuing his work for the 31th Congress in 
Cape Town. This is the good news. 
 
Unfortunately SIL has some financial problems. This has nothing to do with the global financial crisis, nor has the Board increased 
SIL expenditures. At the Congress in Montreal it was decided to increase the dues by 10%, this was not enough. With the general 
increase in prices over the past years, the rather weak US $, and a deminishing membership, and with rather many members  who 
“forget” to pay the modest amount of dues, we are draining our resources faster than the dues are coming in. We must cut spendings 
and increase income, otherwise a bankruptcy is threatening in a not too distant future. To work against the tide the Board has decided: 
 

• We ask the membership voluntarily and urgently to increase their payment of dues for 2009 by 20-30$ or the 
equivalent in your currency. Only the General Assembly can make a mandatory increase in dues; the increase now 
is a request from the Board and is a voluntary measure. We really do need a lot of volunteers 

• SIL news will for the moment be published only electronically on the homepage 
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• Page charges for pages above 4 in the Proceedings will be increased by 25%  
• Direct payment of dues via a credit card will be made easier via a PayPal system and a link on the home page 
• We urge the members who pay through National Representatives to pay promptly (and voluntarily increase the fee) 

and the NRs to keep a firm handle on the payments of members 
• We need to find new members: We need to keep the membership in a healthy condition, increasing and with a 

decreasing age profile 
• New Tonolli fellowships are postponed for the next year 

 
The Board hopes that you are as committed to SIL as we think you are. 
 
--Morten Søndergaard, SIL General Secretary-Treasurer 
 
 

VISIT THE SIL WEBSITE 
www.limnology.org 

 
Did you know that you can now pay your SIL dues directly online, or find various ways to pay dues at 
the SIL website? On the website, information is available on awards, committees, membership, 
national representatives, publications, statutes and, working groups as well as links to other sites. In 
addition, we have initiated a placement service for job offerings. Visit often as information is updated 
regularly by SIL webmaster, Gordon Goldsborough, University of Manitoba, Canada. 

 
 

Thoughts on Ponds 
 
There is great excitement in the world of pond ecologists. Ponds (and I mean ponds that really are very small bodies, not just 
moderate sized lakes in New England) have always been the Cinderellas of limnology. We have lost enormous numbers of them to 
drainage and filling-in, in the interests of intensive agriculture, but millions of them remain in the wet tropics, the boreal regions and 
arid areas. They have often been ignored, notwithstanding that they contain a major proportion of freshwater diversity, that they are 
often the last, fish-free refuges of endangered amphibians and those invertebrates that have exquisite mechanisms for survival on 
drying, and that they have been the gateway through which, in youth, many of us passed into the greater portals of freshwater 
ecology. 
 
There are journals for Great lakes and Oceans, but there are none for ponds. The European Water Framework Directive, purporting to 
improve the ecological quality of all European waters, does not oblige us to consider standing waters smaller than 50 hectares, which 
excludes most of the standing water bodies of Europe. And if you did your Ph.D. on small ponds (I did!) people tend to look pityingly 
on you from the decks of their large ships. 
 
It may have all changed with two papers by John Downing and his colleagues. Small bodies of water dominate the total area of lakes 
(Downing et al. 2006). OK, we knew that. It’s in Bob Wetzel’s textbook, but the data has been greatly increased and improved. But 
much more important, they collectively store carbon at vastly greater rates than large lakes and even the oceans (Downing et al. 
2008). They are in the front line of climate change and the Earth’s carbon balance. Pond ecology is not the railway sidings; it is the 
main line. 
 
Small things matter. As I write, a huge international investment bank has collapsed into its own greed, whilst in India, micro-
financing schemes, lending very small sums to individuals to develop their activities, have proved remarkably successful and are 
thriving in their modest ambitions. So too it is with individuals and small organizations. SIL is a relatively small player in the 
scientific world, but its size is its strength, for many of its members know many others and new members from new places are 
enfolded with warmth, especially at our Congresses. 
 
You know what’s coming! We are small and that is good, but we have been getting a bit smaller and that isn’t, because we need a 
critical mass to keep going and promote wise use of freshwaters over the whole world. There has been a modest increase in 
membership in the last year but we can do better. There is a membership application form attached to this circular. Please, everyone, 
use it to recruit one more colleague or student and then we can safeguard our activities. We need not be a great ocean; lots of small 
ponds may be just as important. But we do need to look after them. 
 
--Brian Moss, SIL President 
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Downing, J.A., Cole, J.J., Middleburg, J.J., Striegl, R.G., Duarte, C.M., Kortelainen, P., Prairie, Y.T. & Laube, K.A. 
(2008) Sediment organic carbon burial in agriculturally eutrophic impoundments over the last century. Global  
 
Biogeochemical Cycles 22, GB1018, 1-10. 
 
Downing, J.A., Prairie, Y.T., Cole, J.J., Duarte, C.M., Tranvik, L.J., Striegl, R.G., McDowell, W.H., Kortelainen, 
P., Caraco, N.F., Melack, J.M. & Middleburg, J.J. (2006) The global abundance and size distribution of lakes, 
ponds, and impoundments. Limnology & Oceanography 51, 2388-2397. 

 
 
 
 
31ST SIL CONGRESS: 
Cape Town, South Africa 
 
It will be an honor to welcome SIL members and other interested persons to the 31st SIL Congress, to be held in Cape Town, South 
Africa in 2010. 
 
South African limnology and aquatic sciences have a proud history and the Limnological Society of southern Africa (LSSA) was 
formed in the early 1970’s. In order to include the marine environment this was changed to the Southern African Society of Aquatic 
Sciences (SASAQS) and Daphnia always dominated the logo. Annual congresses became the limnological (and social) event of year 
and meetings were also held in neighbouring countries like Namibia and Zimbabwe (the latter organized by Richard Robards). 
 

 
 
Photo of delegates who attended the 1974 congress in Bloemfontein. Amongst others the person encircled on upper left is Johan 
Grobbelaar (LOC Chair), upper right is Richard Robards and middle front is the late Prof. Harald Sioli from the Max-Planck Institute 
for Limnology. 
 
The limnological landscape is varied as the topographical and climatic differences from one of the oldest deserts (Namib) in the world 
on the west coast, to the high mountains of Lesotho (Maluti and Drakensberg Mountains), coastal lakes on the southern Cape Coast, 
to the semi-tropics of Kwazulu Natal. Visitors to southern Africa essentially want to see and experience the amazing natural heritage, 
the BIG FIVE (lions, elephants, crocodiles, etc.), and the scenic beauty. We will ensure that this will be an integral component of the 
pre- and post congress excursions. 
 

FUTURE CONGRESSES 
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The 31st Congress of SIL will be held from 15 - 20 August 2010 in Cape Town, also referred to as the Mother City of South Africa. 
Overlooking the city is Table Mountain a national park with some 2,200 species of plants made up of many members of the famous  
 
Proteaceae family. In the bay lies Robben Island where our former President Mandela spent some 27 years in prison, and in the 
shadows of Table Mountain, Groote Schuur hospital can be found, where the world’s first heart transplant was done by Dr. Chris 
Barnard. 
 
The 31st Congress will be special and we urge everyone to start their planning so that as many as possible will attend, share in 
scientific interactions and experience a little of Africa. One of our aims is to enable young limnologists from Africa to attend the 
congress and interaction opportunities will be setup for them to meet and discuss their research and problems with experts. According 
to predictions Africa will severely be affected by climate change and this will be one of the major topics of the congress. 
 
Till we meet in Cape Town! 
 
--Johan Grobbelaar, Chair LOC 
 
 
32ST SIL CONGRESS: 
Debrecen, Hungary will be the venue for the 32nd congress in 2013. 
 
33rd SIL CONGRESS: 
The 33rd congress will be held in Turin, Italy, in 2016. 
 
FUTURE CONGRESS PROPOSALS: 
 
Want to host a SIL Congress in your country? SIL members who have recommendations or want to make inquiries leading potentially 
to a proposal for sponsorship of a congress are urged to contact the SIL General Secretary – Treasurer. 
 
 
 
 
PROCEEDINGS VOLUME 30 (Montréal, Canada): 
SIL Volume 30 is in the works. 
 
Members in good standing for 2008 will receive the issues published in 2009. 
 
Members who send their dues payments to a national representative do not receive their publications until acknowledgement of the 
dues payment has been sent to the SIL office by the national representative. The CD for Volume 30 is released after all papers 
belonging to Volume 30 have been prepared for publication. If you have questions about the delivery of copies of Volume 30, contact 
the SIL Business Services Coordinator. 
 
SIL members owe much gratitude to Professor Jack Jones of the University of Missouri for his extensive editorial work. 
 
 
 
 
Please verify your name and address given on the address label of this circular. SIL cannot be responsible for loss of publications 
because of unreported changes of address. Also please make sure that we have your correct email address. 
 
 
 
 
Some members have generously contributed sufficient funds to sponsor a researcher or student of limnology from countries from 
which it is difficult to pay our modest membership fee. Please contact the General Secretary-Treasurer for details if you are interested 
in contributing. 
 
Alternatively, we urge you to contribute to our Endowment, Tonolli, or Wetzel Funds. 
 

CORRECT ADDRESSES 

PUBLICATIONS

SPONSOR A MEMBER 



2009 Annual Circular  5 

 

International Society of Limnology 
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The following countries or regions pay dues of $55.00 (Regular Members) and $110.00 (Institutional Members) in U.S. Dollars, by check drawn on an 
international bank in the USA that is recognized by the Federal Reserve System, or by major credit card (Visa or MasterCard): 

 
Algeria, Argentina, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Democratic Republic of Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Ghana, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Iran, Kenya, Lithuania, Malawi, Malaysia, Mexico, Morocco, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Peru, Philippines, Republic of Croatia, Republic of 
Macedonia, Russia, Serbia, Slovenia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sultanate of Oman, Taiwan, Tanzania, Thailand, Turkey, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, 
Uzbekistan, Venezuela, West Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 
 
Members from Estonia, Greece, Iceland, India, Luxembourg and Puerto Rico pay at the rate indicated for USA Members in the chart below. 
 

Members in the following countries send their subscriptions to the Business Services Coordinator or their National Representatives at the rates indicated: 
 

  Regular 
Member 

Institute 
Member 

Currency 

Australia Prof. Dr. Richard Marchant, Museum of Victoria, GPO Box 666E, Melbourne, Victoria 3001, Email:  
rmarch@museum.vic.gov.au 

117. 276. AUS 

Austria Prof. Dr. Maria Leichtfried, Institute for Limnology Mondsee, Austrian Academy of Sciences, Mondseestr. 9, 
A-5310 Mondsee, Email:  maria.leichtfried@oeaw.ac.at 

58. 136. EUR 

Belgium Prof. Dr. Koen Martens, Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences, Freshwater Biology, Vautierstraat 29, 
1000 Brussels, Email:  martens@naturalsciences.be 

58. 136. EUR 

Canada Prof. Dr. Andrew Paterson, Ontario Ministry of the Environment Dorset Environmental Science Centre 1026 
Bellwood Acres Road, P.O. Box 39, Dorset, Ontario, P0A 1E0, Email:  Andrew.Paterson@ontario.ca 

88. 206. CAD 

China Prof. Dr. Zhengwen Liu, Nanjing Institute of Geography and Limnology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, East 
Beijing Road 73, Nanjing 210008, Email:  zliu@niglas.ac.cn 

77. 180. USD 

Czech & Slovak 
Repub. 

Prof. Dr. Jan Helesic, Masaryk University Brno, Department of Zoology and Ecology, Section Life Science of 
Faculty of Science, Kotlarska 2, CZ 611 37 Brno, Email:  helesic@sci.muni.cz 

1659. 3895. CZK 

Denmark Prof. Dr. Søren Nielsen, Roskilde Universitetscenter, Hus 18, 2, Postboks 260, DK-4000 Roskilde, Email:  
nielsen@ruc.dk 

440. 1040. Dkr. 

Finland Prof. Dr. Timo Kairesalo, Dept. of Ecological & Environmental Science, University of Helsinki, Lahti, 
Niemenkatu 73, FIN-15140 Lahti, Email:  timo.kairesalo@helsinki.fi 

58. 136. EUR 

France Prof. Dr. Eric Pattee, 18 rue du Tholon, F-69140 Rillieux, Email:  7p.ce@wanadoo.fr 58. 136. EUR 

Germany Prof. Dr. Karl-O. Rothhaupt, Limnologisches Institut, Universität Konstanz, 78457 Konstanz, Email:  
karl.rothhaupt@uni-konstanz.de 

58. 136. EUR 

Hungary Prof. Dr. Nándor Oertel, Hungarian Danube Research Station, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Jávorka 
Sandor u. 14, H-2131 Göd, Email:  oer63@ella.hu 

15355. 36059. HUF 

Ireland Prof. Dr. Mary Kelly-Quinn, School of Biology and Environmental Science, University College Dublin, 
Belfield, Dublin 4, Email:  mary.kelly-quinn@ucd.ie 

58. 136. EUR 

Israel Prof. Dr. Tamar Zohary, Y. Allon Kinneret Limnological Laboratory, Israel Oceanographic & Limnological 
Research Ltd., P.O. Box 447, Migdal 14950, Email:  tamarz@ocean.org.il 

278. 653. ILS 

Italy Prof. Dr. Roberto Bertoni, C.N.R. Istituto per lo Studio degli Ecosistemi, L.go V. Tonolli 50-52, 28922-
Pallanza (VB), Email:  r.bertoni@ise.cnr.it 

58. 136. EUR 

Japan Prof. Dr. Michio Kumagai, Lake Biwa Environmental Research Institute, 5-34 Yanagasaki, Otsu 
Shiga 520-0022, Email:  kumagai-m@lberi.jp 

7445. 17484. Yen 

New Zealand Prof. Dr. Carolyn W. Burns, Department of Zoology, University of Otago, P.O. Box 56, 340 Great King Street, 
Dunedin, Email:  carolyn.burns@stonebow.otago.ac.nz 

129. 304. NZD 

Norway Prof. Dr. Anders Hobæk, Research scientist, Norwegian Institute for Water Research (NIVA), Branch Office 
Bergen, P.O.Box 2026, Nordnes, N-5817 Bergen, Email:  anders.hobaek@niva.no 

509. 1196. NKr. 

Poland Prof. Dr. Jan Igor Rybak, Department of Hydrobiology, University of Warsaw, Banacha 2, 02-097 Warsaw, 
Email:  igor@hydro.biol.uw.edu.pl 

209. 490. ZI 

Portugal Prof. Dr. Maria José Boavida, Dept. Biologia Animal, e Centro de Biologia Ambiental, Faculdade de Ciéncias, 
Univ. de Lisboa, Campo Grande C8, 1749-016 Lisboa, Email:  mjboavida@fc.ul.pt 

58. 136. EUR 

Romania Prof. Dr. Klaus Battes, The Bacău University, Faculty of Sciences, Biology Department, Mărăşeşti Street, 157, 
600115, Bacău, Email:  battes@ub.ro or klaus_battes@yahoo.com 

214. 502. RON 

South Korea Prof. Dr. Gea-Jae Joo, Pusan National University, Department of Biology, Pusan 609-735,    Email:  
gjjoo@pusan.ac.kr 

76. 177. USD 

Spain Prof. Dr. Eugenio Rico, Dept. de Ecología, Facultad de Ciencias, Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, Ciudad 
Univ. de Cantoblanco, E-28049 Madrid, Email:  eugenio.rico@uam.es 

58. 136. EUR 

Sweden Prof. Dr. Ingemar Ahlgren, Uppsala University, Limnology/Department of Ecology & Evolution, PO Box 573, 
SE-751 23 Uppsala, Email:  ingemar.ahlgren@ebc.uu.se 

587. 1378. SKr. 

Switzerland Prof. Dr. David M. Livingstone, EAWAG, Water Resources Dept., CH-8600 Dübendorf, Email:  
living@eawag.ch 

89. 209. CHF 

The Netherlands Prof. Dr. Ellen van Donk, Netherlands Institute of Ecology - Centre for Limnology (NIOO-KNAW), 
Rijksstraatweg 6, 3631 AC, Nieuwersluis, P.O.Box 1299, 3600 BG Maarssen, Email:  
e.vandonk@nioo.knaw.nl 

59 136. EUR 

United Kingdom Prof. Dr. Linda May, Centre for Ecology and Hydrology, Bush Estate, Penicuik, Midlothian EH26 0QB, 
Scotland, Email:  lmay@ceh.ac.uk 

44. 103. GBP 

U.S.A. Prof. Dr. Wayne Wurtsbaugh, Utah State University, Dept. of Watershed Sciences, Logan, UT  84322-5210, 
Email:  wurts@cc.usu.edu 

77. 180. USD 
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Please type or print 

 
Title: Name (First, Middle, Last): 
Mailing Address (institutional address preferred): 
 
 
Date of birth:  Email:   
Fields of Interest:   

 
 REGULAR MEMBER from Developing Countries at 55 USD, and from Developed Countries 77 USD 
 STUDENT MEMBER (50% of regular member fees). 
 FAMILY MEMBER If one person of a marriage is a member at the full rate, the spouse may be a member at half membership 

fee. The second member has full privileges, but will not receive publications. 
 INSTITUTIONAL MEMBER (libraries, organizations) from Developing Countries 110 USD, and from Developed 

Countries 180 USD. 
 AFFILIATE MEMBER National or regional societies with an observer status in SIL and who pay 15% of the annual 

institutional fee. Affiliate members receive all privileges of membership but not scientific publications. 
 LIFE MEMBER Individuals who make major financial contributions to SIL. The minimum contribution for this category of 

membership consists of 70 times the prevailing dues. These contributions will be placed in a special endowment fund intended to 
help young limnologists attend congresses and other meetings sponsored by SIL. 

 
PUBLICATIONS 

 
The Proceedings (Verhandlungen) consists of volumes of scientific papers delivered at the triennial congresses of SIL. Irregular 
Communications consists of critical analyses of methods and other topical subjects and are published as finances of SIL permit. 
Proceedings and Communications are issued to all members who are in good standing for the year prior publication. Back issues of SIL 
publications are available for purchase; contact the General Secretary for details. Beginning with Proceedings 27, publications are available 
in printed form or on CD-ROM; please indicate your choice below: 
 

  Printed   CD-ROM   Both printed & CD-ROM (25. USD Advance payment required; 30. USD if by VISA or MasterCard) 
 
In addition, individual members of SIL can obtain the Fundamental and Applied Limnology publication series at a 20% price reduction 
through the General Secretary. 

PAYMENTS 
 
Membership dues for calendar year (s):  
______ 

$------- Mail application with your remittance to:  Prof. Dr. Morten Søndergaard, 
Gen. Sec.-Trea., c/o Ms. Denise Johnson, SIL Business Services 
Coordinator, University of NC at Chapel Hill, CB 7431, GSGPH, 135 
Dauer Dr., ESE, 148 Rosenau Hall, Chapel Hill, NC  27599-7431, Email:  
msondergaard@bi.ku.dk, or denisej@email.unc.edu, or to your National 
Representative (see Annual Circular or SIL Website). 

Endowment Fund $-------  
Tonolli Memorial Fund $-------  
Wetzel Memorial Fund $-------  
Total Remittance: $------- 
 

 I enclose my check or money order made payable to SIL (Remittance in US dollars being sent from a foreign country must be drawn on 
a major international bank in the USA that is recognized by the Federal Reserve System). 
 
Charge my:   VISA   MasterCard,  Card No.   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __   __    
 
Expiration date (month)  __   __/(year)  __   __  Three (3) digit security code (must have)  __   __   __ 
 
Signature  _____________________________________________ 
 
You may also fax (336.376.8825)/phone (336.376.9362)/email Ms. Johnson with any of the above information if you desire. 
 


