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My name is María de los Ángeles González Sagrario. I am a limnologist and a researcher of 

CONICET (National Council of Scientific and Technological Research of Argentina ) at the IIMYC 
(Argentina, South America). Since I was a little kid I was fascinated by plants and animals, and 
it was probably thanks to my father, who took me every spring to make long walks on the 
beach explaining how algae lives and showing fossil clams, that I developed the foundations 
of my scientific career. Many times I have asked myself “why am I a scientist?”. The honest 
answer I have found is: because of my curiosity, my will to contribute to the world and my 
love for understanding. 

I got a bachelor degree at the National University of Mar del Plata (Argentina), a Doctor 
degree in Biology at the National University of the Comahue (Argentina) and did a 
postdoctoral research at the University of Washington (UW) (USA). I have focused my 
research on the ecology of shallow lakes, particularly on lake dynamics and functioning.  My 
expertise spans regime shifts, nutrients and food web dynamics, and community interactions 
between the littoral and pelagic habitats and among different functional groups 
(macrophytes, zooplankton, macroinvertebrates, fish).  

 I did most of my career in Argentina (a developing country) and I am really grateful to my 
country for supporting my doctoral study and projects. However,  I am  also thankful to the 
SIL (Tonolli Award) and the Freshwater Biological Association  that supported laboratory 
internships at NIOO (Holland) and DMU (Denmark) and my postdoctoral studies at UW. Their 
contributions complimented my formation, gave me perspective, and helped me to improve 
my critical sense. Due to these experiences, I am aware of the huge disparities in science for 
students and early career scientists between developed and low-income countries and I 
understand the need for equal opportunities (no matter the geographic zone, the gender or 
the racial minorities to which a person belongs). For these reasons, I desire to do something 
to bridge the gap. I believe that working for SIL at the Education Committee as a Vice-
President is a great opportunity for contributing to diminish disparities at the limnological 
community. 

How SIL can contribute to equality? Facilitating access to knowledge. That is why, I propose 
the following actions: 

➔  develop visual material like videos explaining how different methodologies, standard 
and/or novel ones, should be performed.  To recognize the topics, SIL´s members (from 
student to Limnology Professors) can participate in a questionnaire indicating which 
topics are more relevant or needed. 



➔ Perform Open access courses teaching: 
●  how to use free software in different fields like statistics (e.g. R) or citing 

bibliography, 
● statistical model in aquatic ecology, 
● techniques or technologies, 
● writing skills for submitting manuscripts or proposals. 

➔  Promote webinars with lectures given by senior scientists on different topical issues 
and/or emerging trends in Limnology (e.g. diversity lost, ecosystem services, climate and 
global change, sustainable use of freshwater ecosystems). 

I wish that the Educational Committee would promote and stimulate young students 
to pursue and persevere in their limnological career, helping them to develop different 
scientific and personal skills. I would like to work for that. 
 

 


