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I am an aquatic ecologist with a solid background in phytoplankton ecology. I got infected 
with limnology during my MSc (2009, University of Pannonia, Hungary) after realising the 
importance of the mixing regime/ stratification type in the life of lakes. I first studied the 
diversity and distribution of phytoplankton in stratifying oxbow lakes at the River Tisza 
Valley; then, I moved to France and completed my PhD on the functional composition of the 
River Loire phytoplankton at the whole river scale (2015). My postdoc experiences cover the 
diversity-functioning relationship (WasserCluster Lunz, Austria, 2016), the long-term 
functional changes of the River Danube phytoplankton (2016-2018), the functional diversity-
functioning relationship (2018-2019), and the diet quality effect of chytrid fungal parasites at 
the phytoplankton-zooplankton interface (2019-2021). 
 
I believe that more diverse communities perform better, at least at a longer temporal scale. I 
support this idea when representing the SIL and the European Federation for Freshwater 
Sciences (EFFS) at the country level in Hungary since 2020. My motivation for the SIL VP 
Education position is to increase inclusiveness and connectance. As a VP in Education, I will 
support the following ideas that may benefit all:  
1) New representatives from countries with no SIL membership pay no fee for three years but 
develop a network of members within the country. 
2) The membership fee may scale with the income in the first postdoc/professorship positions 
in each developing country. 
3) Increasing the visibility of both experienced and non-experienced SIL members: online 
seminar talks by limnology pioneers (some open to the public) and a “world coffee seminar" 
from early careers expecting friendly feedback from the global SIL community. 
4) A dynamic, informative platform at the SIL home page about the World’s large lakes, 
supported by a group of SIL members from each/surrounding countries; developed further by 
including smaller (e.g., shallow lakes/ponds) lakes/habitats, supported by SIL members of 
projects working on the lakes. 
4) An online platform for dynamic Working Groups at the SIL home page to increase 
connectance: projects initiated, developed and then closed online. The expertise and interest 
of SIL members should be openly available online, along with a link to connect. 
5) Open lab idea to increase connectance: SIL members could open a lab/institute meeting for 
interested early careers. Or, early-career SIL members could contact a lab/institute to join a 
thematic meeting worldwide. 
 
I am highly motivated to work together with the SIL Board and co-chair the Education 
committee. I will contribute actively to shape its composition, mobilise the SIL community, 
especially from developing countries. I will especially cooperate with the Communication 
WG and outline SIL actions together. The Education committee will provide contents for 
SILNews regularly, and its members publish in Inland Waters at least once during the three-
year term. 


