
Statement as Nominee for possible election to SIL Vice-President – Communications & Publications 

June 2021 

Marco Cantonati 

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Marco-Cantonati 

http://topitalianscientists.org/tis/49172/Marco_Cantonati_-
_Top_Italian_Scientist_in_Natural_&_Environmental_Sciences  

Dr Marco Cantonati is a limnologist and environmental botanist specialized in benthic microalgae, with 
particular attention to diatoms. His main research interests include: ecohydrogeology, long-term ecological 
research, effects of climate and environmental change, paleolimnology. He is Section Head (Limnology) at 
the MUSE – Museo delle Scienze (Trento, Italy). He is also an Associate Researcher at ANSP PCER Drexel 
University (PA, USA). He has been coordinator / work package coordinator of >30 projects, tenders, 
consultancies. He has published 105 articles in ISI international journals with IF. He is / has been Associate 
Editor / EBM of 4 international journals (Wetlands, Water, Phycologia, Journal of Limnology), ad hoc 
reviewer for 83 journals, Guest Editor of 8 special volumes (Freshwater Science, Inland Waters, STOTEN, 
ECOLIND etc.). He discovered and described genera and species of algae and cyanobacteria new to science 
and has been the lead editor of one of the most widely used diatom identification texts internationally. He 
holds a Central European Habilitation (venia docendi) in Limnology (University of Innsbruck), Habilitations 
(ASN) in Italy (Ecology and Botany), and has been Contract Professor of 'Biology of Photoautotrophic 
Organisms' (University of Trento). 

Since most of my scientific career was developed in the Research Division of a Science Museum as Head of 
a Limnology & Phycology Section, I had to pay special attention to all possible means of communication of 
freshwater-science topics to the general public. I think that the SIL communication strategies are already 
fairly developed, and there is this solid ground on which to base further developments, for which I see the 
following main directions: enhancement of SIL representation and communication on social media 
(ResearchGate, Academia.edu, LinkedIn, Facebook, Twitter etc.); promoting and communicating SIL also in 
higher-education programs (University courses, Summer Schools etc.); boosting SIL communication on 
disciplinary List-Servers (e.g., ALGAE-L) and Congresses (e.g., diatom and phycology meetings etc.). The 
indispensable collaboration with the SILNews Editor would, in my case, be facilitated also by the fact that 
we live in the same geographic area and have collaborated in research projects since a long time. 

Though there is long-term excellence in SIL publications, I see clear space for improvement, in particular: 
Inland Waters needs to become a Q1 journal and to increase its impact factor; the SIL Congress Proceedings 
(Verhandlungen) (already present in WoS) need to be included also in Scopus. I will be most glad to use my 
extensive experience as Associate Editor, Editorial Board Member, Guest Editor for several successful 
international journals to improve Inland Water and, in particular, favour its transition to an Open-Access 
publication model. 


