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I am a PhD student from Hungary working with small water bodies including ponds and water 
filled tree-holes. The focus of my research is understanding their meta-community structure 
and how they are connected within the landscape. I completed my BSc studies in Scotland and 
my MSc in Denmark, where I had the opportunity to travel to Ecuador and write my thesis on 
the limnology of high altitude lakes. 
In addition to receiving high quality education and in-depth knowledge of ecology, it 
broadened my horizon, provided me with experiences I will never forget and allowed me to 
meet inspiring people who helped me along my career. As an early career representative I 
would work to ensure that more and more young people have such opportunities to travel 
and learn. One of the issues I would focus on is increasing mobility for young researchers 
including providing a programme for improving scientific English language skills. I see this as a 
great barrier for many to enter the international scientific community.  
During my studies I have participated in outreach activities such as open days for school 
children or a Bioblitz, where I could see how enthusiastic children are about the natural world. 
Therefore, my other focus would be to deliver programmes for ensuring that children from a 
young age are educated about the importance of freshwater ecosystems. I believe that 
education is one of the key assets in combating global environmental issues, thus it is crucial 
to educate and empower young people, especially in countries currently underrepresented in 
our community.  
Finally, I would be eager to represent the interest of young researchers in Board Meetings, to 
take on the duties in the committee and to promote SIL within my network and on various 
platforms for example using social media to increase SIL visibility. 


