
 

Institute for Environmental Sciences of the University of Geneva, Switzerland invites applications for a 

PhD position in aquatic science 

The PhD will work on a 4-year project aiming to explore the impact of nano- and microplastics of 

different composition in freshwater ecosystems. The specific emphasis will be on the understanding 

the nano-, microplastic-induced effects on the planktonic species at the base of the food web, such 

as phyto- and zooplankton and possible consequences for ecosystem services and biogeochemical 

cycles. In this project we have a specific interest to see how the ecotoxicological effects play out at 

the community level – within and between the 2 plankton communities – since this enhanced 

biological complexity brings the experimental work an important step closer to the field. 

The work is experimentally oriented and will involve lab, controlled microcosm and field 

experimentation, use of ecotoxicity bioassays and molecular techniques. This interdisplinary project is 

at the interface of two core research topics at the Natural Science Hub of the Institute for 

Environmental Sciences: water and biodiversity and will be developped in close collaboration of two 

research teams Environmental Biogeochemistry and Ecotoxicology led by prof. Slaveykova and 

Microbial Ecology led by prof. Ibelings.   

We are looking for independent and highly motivated candidates with a strong background and 

skills in environmental science, environmental chemistry and biochemistry, ecology or biology, as well 

as a strong interest in scientific research and the aquatic environment. Good experimental skills in 

molecular techniques, experience with phyto- and zooplankton could be an advantage. Master degree 

or equivalent is required. Excellent knowledge of spoken and written English is essential. 

The successful candidates will benefit from working within a young, dynamic and collaborative 

multidisciplinary team of the Institute for Environmental Sciences and the Department F.-A. Forel for 

environmental and aquatic sciences, Faculty of Science, University of Geneva. 

The successful candidates will prepare a doctorate thesis in the field environmental sciences, publish 

scientific articles related to the research project and participate in the teaching of lab training for the 

Master of Environmental Science (MUSE). The salary will be in accordance with the University of 

Geneva regulations for academic personnel.  

Interested applicants are requested to send in a single PDF file the CV, academic transcripts, a 

statement of research interests, digital copy (PDF) of master's thesis and the contact information for 

2 potential references by email to vera.slaveykova@unige.ch or bastiaan.ibelings@unige.ch 

Closing date for applications:  May 20, 2021 or until the position is filled. 

For further information about the Institute for environmental sciences and host laboratories please 

visit our website pages: 

https://www.unige.ch/environnement/en/  

http://www.unige.ch/forel/en/biogeochimie/ 

https://www.unige.ch/forel/en/ecologie-microbienne/ 
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